
Goodmorning		{{voornaam}},
With	 this	 newsletter	 I	 would	 like	 to	 inform	 you	 about
our	Mandali	store	in	Kournas.
You	will	read	about	the	products	that	we	sell,	I	will	give
you	some	background	information	about	the	products,
I	 give	 you	 information	 about	 the	 activities	 that	 we

organize	and	also	about	general	information	and	news	about	Kournas	and	Crete.
I	hope	you	will	enjoy	reading	it.
	

newsletter	Mandali
If	you	have	family	or	friends	who	are	also	interested	in	this
Mandali	newsletter,	you	can	always	forward	it	and	they
can	also	register	themselves	via	the	website.
I	hope	you	enjoyed	reading	this	newsletter	and	I	am
happy	to	send	you	another	one.
	
P.S.	I	also	gladly	answer	other	questions	about	Kournas,

the	surrounding	area	and	about	Crete	in	general,	and	maybe	I	can	even	pay	attention	to
this	in	a	future	newsletter.
Best	regards	from	Arno	and	Barbara.

Facebook Website
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more...more...

Bekijk	de	webversie

April	on	Crete
In	Western	Europe	you	were	lucky	celebrating	Easter	with	a	lot	of	sun.	We	also	hope	for	a
sunny	Easter	on	Crete.	This	year,	Orthodox	Easter	 is	one	week	 later,	on	Sunday,	April	28.
Easter	 is	 the	 most	 important	 celebration	 of	 the	 year	 and	 everyone	 is	 already	 busy	 with
preparations:	Easter	bread	is	baked,	sheep	and	goats	are	slaughtered,	the	house	is	cleaned
and	 on	 the	 outside	 it	 is	 painted	 white	 again,	 people	 buy	 new	 clothes	 and	 beautifully
decorated	Easter	candles.	Old	debts	are	paid	off	and	disputes	are	being	settled.	In	short,	in
Greece,	Easter	is	a	new	beginning	in	many	ways.

flowers	everywhere
The	big	 advantage	of	 the	 heavy	 rain	 on	Crete	 last	winter	 is	 the	 exuberant	 flowering	 of
many	flowers.	There	have	never	been	so	many	orchids	seen	this	spring.

Easter	in	Kournas
In	Kournas	on	Easter	Sunday	 the	Street	 in	 front	 of	 the	bakery	 is	 full	 of	 tables,	 chairs	and
barbecues.	From	around	12	o'clock	the	families	living	in	the	street	celebrate	the	Easter	party
together.	The	baker's	oven	is	always	warm,	so	it	is	used	by	anyone	who	wants	to	bake	large
oven	dishes.	In	the	morning	it	is	very	busy,	because	then	the	baking	tins	are	brought	and	at
the	end	of	the	morning	they	are	picked	up	again.
We	often	celebrate	Easter	here	in	the	street	and	enjoy	the	delicious	food,	especially	with	a
lot	of	meat,	with	the	families.

Is	winter	really	over	now	on	Crete?
Although	it	is	almost	May	now,	it	is	not	really	spring	weather	in	Crete.	We	had	a	few	nice
days	with	sun	and	temperatures	above	20	degrees,	but	most	days	we	had	north	wind	from
Russia	(cold)	or	rain.	Due	to	the	wet,	cold	and	stormy	winter	a	lot	of	damage	has	been
caused	to	the	roads.	Not	only	in	the	west	of	the	island,	but	also	in	the	south	and	in	the	east
of	Crete.	They	try	to	repair	all	damage	as	quickly	as	possible	so	that	all	tourist	attractions	are
easily	accessible	again.

The	Samaria	gorge	is	likely	to	open	at	the	beginning	of	May,	but	much	damage	still	needs	to
be	repaired.	So	it	is	not	entirely	certain	yet.	We	also	have	no	idea	about	the	situation	in	the
other	gorges,	but	it	is	certain	that	much	has	changed.	Fortunately,	there	are	still	plenty	of
non-touristic	places	on	Crete	that	are	worth	visiting.
	
The	first	hotels	have	been	opened	in	Georgioupolis	and	Kavros	and	some	restaurants	and
shops	are	open.	In	Rethymnon	and	Chania	it	is	already	much	busier	with	tourists.

Mandali	is	open	from	8	April	and	although	it	is	still	early	in	the	season,	people	know	where	to
find	us.	They	have	seen	it	on	the	Internet	(Trip	advisor,	Google	Business,	Facebook	or	the
website)	or	they	have	heard	it	from	you	☺

When	the	weather	was	nice	for	a	few
days	 we	 saw	 the	 aftermath	 of	 the
winter	 storms	 on	 the	 beach	 at
Kavros:	 reeds,	 rooted	 and	 all	 swept
away	 by	 the	 water	 from	 the	 rivers;
the	 river	 Delfina,	 which	 flows	 from
Lake	 Kournas,	 was	 a	 broad	 wild
river;	we	could	play	mikado	with	 the
washed	up	reeds.

Also	 the	 river	 Mousellas,	 near
Argiroupolis,	 had	 been	 at	 least	 5
meters	 wide	 and	 almost	 2	 meters
deep.

The	 heavy	 rain	 left	 deep	 marks	 on
the	 dirtroads	 in	 the	 back	 garden	 of
Kournas.

News	about	our	donkeys
Another	reason	that	people	know	where	 to	 find	us	 is,	of	course,	 the	birth	of	 the	donkey
foal	!!!	Yes	indeed,	a	foal	was	born,	a	girl	and	we	call	her	Zoë.

Our	 youngest	 donkey,	 Cleo,	 was	 pregnant,	 but	 we	 didn't	 know	 this	 until	 the	 end	 of
January.	We	 thought	she	was	 fat	 from	eating	 the	wild	vegetables	 that	are	now	growing
everywhere.	 But	 when	 we	 noticed	 in	 January	 that	 her	 udder	 was	 getting	 thicker,	 we
started	counting:	on	April	 2	 last	 year,	 our	donkeys	had	2	days	company	 from	a	Cretan
donkey	stallion	and	the	gestation	period	of	donkeys	is	12	to	14	months.	And	the	foal	was
born	on	April	3,	surprise	!!!

Although	Cleo	herself	is	only	3	years	old,	she	is	a	wonderful	mother.	Zoë	is	fed,	cared	for
and	raised	as	if	it	is	her	3rd	foal.	Zoë	is	also	doing	fine:	she	drinks	well,	has	been	eating
grass,	straw	and	wild	vegetables	(with	her	2	teeth)	since	the	2nd	day.	She	is	growing	very
fast	and	can	run	and	jump	like	the	best.	The	4	donkeys	are	now	together	in	the	meadow
with	the	shelter	and	that	is	going	well.

Eos	 and	 Popy	 now	 do	 the	 donkey	 walk	 together	 with	 Arno	 and	 in	 the	 afternoon	 the
donkeys	 often	 go	 out	 and	 eat	 and	 walk	 together.	 Because	 Cleo	 must	 also	 have	 her
movement	and	Zoë	can	practice	running	and	jumping.

Video	on	television	about	Kournas
On	April	 4,	 a	 camera	 crew	 from	Crete.tv	 came	 to	Kournas	 to	 record	a	 video	about	 the
village	 of	 Kournas.	When	we	 told	 them	 that	 a	 donkey	 foal	 was	 born	 in	 the	 village	 the
previous	 day,	 they	 also	wanted	 to	 film	 this.	So	Zoë	was	not	 even	a	 day	 old,	 but	 could
already	be	seen	on	television.
You	 can	 see	 the	 television	 program	 via	 this	 link.	 They	 have	 made	 recordings	 at	 Lake
Kournas,	the	village	of	Kournas	and	Argiroupolis.

Mandali	in	2019
The	store	is	open	again	and	we	are	looking	forward	to	a	nice	season.	In	addition	to	many
well-known	 products,	 we	 also	 have	 a	 few	 new	 items	 at	 Mandali	 this	 year.	 Such	 as
aromatherapy	pendants,	essential	oil	 from	herbs	 from	Kournas,	 lemon	marmalade,	new
postcards	and	at	the	request	of	many	customers,	we	now	also	have	the	olive	oil	 in	a	tin
package	(we	have	found	cans	without	plastic	on	the	inside).
	
The	donkey	walks	 this	year	are	every	morning	 from	Monday	 to	Friday,	 from	10	a.m.	 to
about	 noon.	 On	 Saturday	 the	 donkeys	 enjoy	 their	 day	 off	 and	 on	 Sunday	 Mandali	 is
closed	and	we	also	enjoy	a	day	of	rest.
This	season	 the	Botanical	walk	EXTRA	 is	only	on	 request,	early	 in	 the	morning	at	8:00
AM	(or	earlier)	or	in	the	afternoon	at	4:00	PM.
Because	both	walks	are	more	fun	and	interesting	with	small	groups,	it	is	better	to	make	a
reservation	when	you	want	to	join	us.
	
Did	 you	 see	 the	Mandali	website?	 Take	 a	 look.	 If	 you	 want	 to	 leave	 a	 comment,	 give
feedback	or	 if	you	have	suggestions	 for	 improvement?	We	would	 love	 to	hear	 from	you
via	email,	via	Facebook	Messenger	or	by	phone	or	WhatsApp	or	Viber.

order	local	products	from	Mandali
Last	year	we	sent	dozens	of	orders	with	local	products	from	Kournas	to	several	European
countries.	Unfortunately,	it	is	not	possible	to	send	products	to	the	UK.
Also	this	year	you	can	order	a	number	of	products	from	Mandali.
If	you	click	on	this	link	you	will	see	the	order	list.
The	next	shipping	date	is	early	May.	Until	30	April	I	can	reserve	a	place	for	your	package
and	I	still	have	enough	time	to	pack	it.

If	you	have	special	wishes,	you	miss	something	on	the	list	or	you	have	other	questions,
let	me	know	and	I	will	answer	you	as	soon	as	possible.

Mandali,	local	products	and	more...
Kournas
73007	Apokoronas
Chania,	Crete,	Greece
tel:	0030-6951337205		+	Whatsapp	+	VIBER

Deze	e-mail	is	verstuurd	aan	{{email}}.	•	Als	u	geen	nieuwsbrief	meer	wilt	ontvangen,	kunt
u	zich	hier	afmelden.	•	U	kunt	ook	uw	gegevens	inzien	en	wijzigen.	•	Voor	een	goede

ontvangst	voegt	u	info@mandali-kournas.com	toe	aan	uw	adresboek.
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