Bekijk de webversie

Mandali, local products and
more...
Hello {{voornaam}},

In this Mandali mail you will read information about our
shop Mandali in Kournas, I will tell you news about
Crete, about the village of Kournas and much more.
In this Mandali Mail you will read about:
* summer starts without tourists and with Corona rules
* the taverns in Kournas are open again
* Mandali is ready for the new season
* June is the mulberry month
* news about our 4 donkeys
I hope you enjoy reading it.

The start of summer
Fortunately, the messages about the Coronavirus become more positive and normal life
slowly returns a bit. In Crete we currently have no infections and we are one step further with
relaxing the lock-down rules.
The restaurants have reopened on 25 May and the large department stores and other shops
that were still closed are open again. From June 1, primary schools and nurseries will also
open again, public transport will run more often and we can go to the beach!
Of course we keep our distance and we are careful.
First tourists
From June 15, the first hotels will be able to receive guests from “safe” countries and on July
1 everyone will probably be able to travel safely again.
The expectations of everyone who works in tourism is high: will tourists come? Do they also
come to us? How many tourists are coming? Can we open with so many extra rules and
facilities? Is it really safe for the tourists and for ourselves?
We don't know and we can expect in the coming weeks.
It remains difficult. On the one hand, we would like to welcome the tourists back to Crete, but
on the other hand, we would also like to keep it safe. Of course we also want and have to
earn our money, but not at the expense of your and our health.
It remains exciting and we wait and see how the situation develops.
Kournas
We quickly get used to just going out without sending an SMS with the reason. And we were
already outside the province of Chania (we were in Rethymnon). We also had to go to
Chania and how much we enjoyed the ride on the highway: so many pink and white
oleanders on the side of the road. Nature is beautiful at the moment.
We have already had the first heatwave: a week with temperatures of over 35 to 40 degrees.
Even on the beach it was too hot. Only after 6:00 pm, you could walk on the beach without
shoes. The seawater quickly warmed up to over 20 degrees. Many people have never been
in the sea this early in the year.

eating and drinking in Kournas
In Kournas the taverns are open again and the kafenion is again THE meeting place for
the older men of the village. There are fewer tables and chairs on the terrace and the
hygiene rules are well followed.
It is still very quiet, but hopefully, the Cretans and the foreigners who live here
permanently will slowly return to their beloved place for a drink or a meal.
We have already spoken of a dilemma: where do we go first and what are we going to
eat? We will see where we end up on Sunday when we celebrate our wedding
anniversary.

Mulberry
In the month of May we saw the first fruits in the mulberry
trees and how quickly they ripened in the “May heat”.
Next to the stable is a mulberry tree that has white, pink,
red and black fruits. And they are all edible. The white
ones are a bit tasteless, but the pink ones are very tasty,
the red ones are a bit sweeter and the black ones are very
sweet.
If you want to read more about the mulberry, read on here.

Mandali is open
We completely cleaned and refurbished the store. Not everything is there yet, but the
main products are there: olive oil, honey, raki and the raki liqueurs, marmalade (from
lemon with ginger and from the Bergamot lemon), a number of fresh, dried herbs and tea
we have already packed. Soon I will take a look at the state of the wild oregano.
The assortment in the store has remained almost the same, only the Amsterdam Good
Cookies syrup waffles are missing this year. But we are already looking for a (local)
alternative for the tasty appetite.
Olive oil
So far we have 1 type of olive oil in our range and we are expanding this with 2 other
types of olive oil, also from Kournas. I'll keep you informed!
The thyme honey from our beekeeper-baker Mimi is very dark this year and very tasty.
After the first work “at the shop” we now hope to get work “in the shop” soon.

Ordering local producs from Mandali
At this moment I do not know yet when Peter comes to Crete to take packages to
Germany. As soon as I know a date, I will immediately send you an extra newsletter with
an order list.
This first half of 2020 is all about patience. Lots of patience!

Nieuws over de ezels
Our long ears are doing well, but just like us, they miss the tourists. We already made a few
walks with people who live here on the island. But this is not comparable to last year when
we took a group of at least 4 people for the botanical walk almost every day.
training
Now the donkeys have to deal with Arno and me. The advantage is that we now have more
time for the training of the donkeys and luckily they like this a lot. We teach them to walk next
to us, walk backwards, stop and also walk further. And Eos has to do her abdominal
exercises again, because we have forgotten this a bit.
We cannot do this training with all donkeys at the same time, so we take one donkey every
day. In the beginning, this was a bit difficult for the donkeys. They are so used to going
altogether.
They also enjoy personal attention during the training, especially Popy absolutely loves it.
She now comes to us for a hug and she even likes brushing more and more.
Zoë is occasionally very naughty and tries to push her limits. But this is normal, she is still a
toddler.
Out and about
We have fenced off the various fields where the donkeys stay with fencing, twigs or there are
walls and dense bushes. Because donkeys are champions breaking out, we occasionally
check whether everything is still “donkey proof”.
We should do this if the donkeys eat quietly somewhere and don't see what we are doing. If
we do this when they are there, the next day the fence is guaranteed to be disrupted a bit or
the bundles of branches have moved or, even worse, the donkeys are on their way. They
then checked whether we really closed it properly. They are so smart.
Never a dull moment with donkeys
On Sunday the donkeys have their rest day (just like us) and I don't know why, but when the
donkeys break out they usually do that on a Sunday.
I think it happened about 10 times that we wanted to pick up the donkeys from a field on
Sunday afternoon and that we already met someone on the way who told us that the
donkeys were walking on the street there and there. Either we saw them walking in the
backyard somewhere near the forest, or walking down the street to Kastellos looking for the
carob tree.
We even searched in the dark at night for (dark) donkeys, who had walked from the field in
the direction of the St. John’s church and from there towards the village. We call this the
small circle in the backyard.
Night walk
Two weeks ago was the worst escape action. Do you want to know what happened?
Then read on here.

Mandali mail
Welcome to the new readers of our Mandali Mail. Nice to
have you here.
You can also take a look at our website with more
information about our shop, the donkeys and about us.
And you can find us on Facebook, Instagram and
YouTube.
I enjoyed sharing the news from Kournas with you and
hope you enjoyed reading this newsletter.
Do you have family or friends who are also interested in this Mandali Mail, then you can
always forward it. They can also register for the next newsletter via the website.
P.S.I am happy to answer questions about Kournas, the surrounding area and about
Crete in general.
P.S.S. There are some new videos on the YouTube channel of Mandali
Warm greetings from Kournas and take good care of yourself and your family
Sunny greetings from Kournas and take care.
Arno en Barbara
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Mandali, local products and more...
Kournas
73007 Apokoronas
Chania, Crete, Greece
tel: 0030-6951337205 + Whatsapp + VIBER

Deze e-mail is verstuurd aan {{email}}. • Als u geen nieuwsbrief meer wilt ontvangen, kunt
u zich hier afmelden. • U kunt ook uw gegevens inzien en wijzigen. • Voor een goede
ontvangst voegt u info@mandali-kournas.com toe aan uw adresboek.

