Bekijk de webversie

Mandali, local products and
more...

Hello {{voornaam}},
It took a little longer, but here it is: the Mandali-Mail
with information about our shop Mandali in Kournas
and news about Crete, about the village of Kournas
and much more.
You will read about:
* the summer has started
* the first tourists enjoy Crete
* news about Mandali and about us
* ordering local products from Mandali
* news about our 4 donkeys
I hope you enjoy reading this Mandali-Mail

The summer has started
For a few weeks now we have had summer temperatures, blue skies and sun on Crete.
Summer has begun. Due to the mild winter, with less rain and snow than usual, there was
little snow in the mountains.
And with the high temperatures of the last few weeks, most of the snow has already melted.
We had an extremely high temperature for several days at the end of April, almost 40
degrees with a storm from the south, from the Sahara. At the moment we have normal
temperatures around 24 degrees again.
Nature is beautiful right now. Flowers everywhere, blossoms in the fruit trees, the first
mulberries are already ripe, blooming oleanders along the highway, butterflies, active bees,
swallows, geckos and much more. What is still missing is the music of the cicadas, we do
not hear it yet, it is still a bit too early.
The first tourists have already arrived on the island. In April we already saw the first rental
cars and since last week it is slowly getting busier.
Covid
The measures related to Covid have now relaxed and since this weekend, Greece has been
open to tourists from many countries. On Crete, there are still about 100 positive cases every
day, but people are not seriously ill and there are fewer people in hospital.
Since 3 May, the taverns with an outdoor terrace may open and soon the other taverns will
also open. The shops can again be visited without an appointment. However, the distance
rules, mask obligation, inside and outside and a maximum number of visitors in shops and
other areas will continue to exist.
People are being vaccinated at a faster rate and everyone is hoping for a better season than
last year.
You can read detailed information and the latest news about the measures on this page of
the Greek government.

How are things in and around Kournas?
Still very quiet! The taverns are now open, but there are still few guests there. We don't
even see the locals there (yet). Let's hope this changes soon. The owners of the taverns
are also very cautious, nobody knows what will happen, whether tourists will come and
when they will come and how many tourists will come to Crete. Nobody knows and just
like last year, we are waiting to see what happens.
It is slightly busier in Kavros and Georgioupolis because the first hotels are now open
there and the beach also attracts a lot of people.
After 14 months of lockdown, we have to get used to the changes: we can leave without a
text message, without making an appointment, without a time limit and we can even go to
another prefecture. And that was noticeable.
I had to go to Rethymnon and I didn't know what I saw: so much traffic on the highway
and so many cars in the parking lots near the shops. Not only for private purchases but
also restaurant owners and hoteliers now have to buy everything in a very short time. We
have to get used to this again.
The first taverns are open on the beaches and just like last year we also see many people
enjoying the beach, sea and sun with their own parasol. They are still mainly Greeks, but
the number of rental cars in the parking spaces is also increasing.

News about Mandali
and how are we doing?
In the last week of April, we cleaned and tidied the store and refurbished it partially and
then it happened….
On April 29 Arno fell on the terrace with his head on the tiles: a brain contusion. He was in
the hospital for a week and is now slowly recovering at home. The headache is much less
and the sensitivity to light and sound is also slowly decreasing. He is still very tired.
Because of his hip (still to be operated on) he now walks with a crutch and that is getting
better. Unfortunately, his hip surgery, due this week, has been postponed to September.
Arno must first heal completely.
Mandali is still closed now and as soon as possible, the shop will open and I (Barbara) will
also see if I can do the donkey walks a few times a week.

Order local products from Mandali
In the past month, we have sent several orders and with the new courier, this is going well
and quickly. 8 days after the packages have been picked up here, they are delivered in
several European Union countries.
Many people do not yet know if and when they can come to Crete this year and in this
way, we can still let people enjoy the tasty and healthy olive oil, honey and much more.
Do you want to place an order? I have added the latest order list to this newsletter and
HERE you can see what you can order and how it works.

News about our donkeys
The donkeys have to do it without Arno for a while and that was not so easy. Both for them
and for me. But they now find it normal that I come and they behave properly again. They
don't jump through and over doors, they don't try to escape or runoff.
Of course they miss Arno and Arno also misses his longears, but they now accept me as an
alternative. Fortunately, I have help from several people for the occasional walk or an extra
brushing, not to mention scooping the poo.
Thanks to Tanja, the donkeys now all have a new halter with matching rope and finally, we
managed to get all 4 of them on the picture with their new “coat”. Zoë has a blue halter and a
blue lead and I know what BLUE is.
On April 3 we took a walk to the lake and when I was on the way back with Cleo and Zoë we
passed 2 horses, a dog was walking in the field, a truck came by and a car honked: that was
too much for Zoë and she ran away. I didn't have a good grip on the rope and Zoë pulled so
hard on the rope that my ring finger broke. At that time I didn't know that, it mainly hurt.
At home, I cooled a lot and also moved a bit and soon it looked blue, but it healed quickly.
After 3 weeks I still couldn't move my ring finger properly. When I was at the clinic in Vamos
an x-ray was made and it was clear that my finger was broken.
When I was at the orthopaedic 2 days later, she looked at the x-ray and said: "That is a nice,
classic fracture, we will splint it and after 2 weeks I will see you again". The fracture has now
healed and on my doctor's advice, I now have to do movement exercises with my finger
every day in the salty sea with a softball. Just kidding! I think everybody wants such a
doctor's advice.
I do the exercises in a washing-up bowl (when I think about it) and I'm doing better. Breaking
your ring finger isn't the worst finger to break. There are still many things you can do.
Now you understand why Arno always tells people who go with the donkey walks: "Hold the
rope tight, but not around your hand or fingers" !!!

One of our donkeys is also a bit sick. Cleo has problems
with her skin. The balance between the good and bad
bacteria on her skin is not good. There are too many bad
and too few goods. She has always had sensitive skin and
in the summer she also suffers from bumps, flies, so itchy.
In April all 4 donkeys started to lose their winter coat, much earlier than normal, but it was
also much warmer than normal. Only with Cleo her hair suddenly fell out in large tufts and
she got bald spots.
The vet was in Athens at the time, but fortunately, he was able to give good advice over
the phone. I had to wash Cleo with a certain shampoo and she had to have antibiotics.
The antibiotics are no problem: crush the tablets and mix them with some paximadi
bread, orange and olive oil and she loves them.
Washing is a bit more difficult. Donkeys naturally hate water and especially Cleo. But she
accepts it and also tries to enjoy the attention a bit. Fortunately, it is no longer necessary
every day. Her skin is already looking a little better, but she is still itchy and her winter
coat is not completely gone.
The other donkeys are healthy and fit and also enjoy their extra brushings to shed the
winter coat a little faster. They are not queuing for a wash yet.

We finally managed to get all 4 donkeys on the picture with their new, colorful halters with
matching ropes. Many thanks again Tanja!

Mandali Mail
Welcome to the new readers of our Mandali Mail. Nice to
have you here.
You can also take a look at our website with more
information about our shop, the donkeys and about us.
And you can find us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.
I enjoyed sharing the news from Kournas with you and hope you enjoyed reading this
newsletter.
Do you have family or friends who are also interested in this Mandali Mail, then you can
always forward it. They can also register for the next newsletter via the website.
Warm greetings from Kournas and take good care of yourself and your family
Arno en Barbara

Facebook

Website

Mandali, local products and more...
Kournas
73007 Apokoronas
Chania, Crete, Greece
tel: 0030-6951337205 + Whatsapp + VIBER

Deze e-mail is verstuurd aan {{email}}. • Als u geen nieuwsbrief meer wilt ontvangen, kunt
u zich hier afmelden. • U kunt ook uw gegevens inzien en wijzigen. • Voor een goede
ontvangst voegt u info@mandali-kournas.com toe aan uw adresboek.

